
Position: Musk Ox Farm Interpretive Guide, Palmer, Alaska 
Organization: Musk Ox Farm 
 
Organization Overview: 
 
The nonprofit Musk Ox Farm promotes gentle musk oxen husbandry, qiviut production and 
education to the public. The musk ox is an Ice Age mammal that once roamed the earth 
alongside saber-tooth tigers and woolly mammoths. Known to Alaska Natives as 
“Oomingmak”, which means “The Bearded One”, this animal produces an annual harvest 
of qiviut (kiv'-ee-ute), one of the finest wools in the world. We welcome visitors to the farm 
from all over the world for a closeup experience with these magnificent Paleolithic 
ruminants offering guided tours, engaging exhibits, a gift shop featuring some of the 
world’s only gently hand-combed qiviut fiber, qiviut yarn, and qiviut garments.   
 
Position Responsibilities and Qualifications: 
 
The Musk Ox Farm is seeking highly responsible, enthusiastic and dedicated individuals to 
fill its Interpretive Guide positions for the summer 2021 season. We will train the proper 
individuals in interpretive education techniques, the history of the project, natural history 
of musk oxen, and the history of our Colony Farm. All you need to bring is a first-class 
personality, dedicated enthusiasm, and a commitment to make our guests feel welcomed 
and well educated. The strongest applicants will have studied, or gained experience in, 
education, wildlife, ecology or biology.  Gracious customer service skills in a busy 
environment are a necessity. The position runs from early May through the end of 
September 2021, with possible options for a shorter season, or to continue through the 
winter part-time. Interpretive Guide responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 
 
- Personal fluency in educational materials. This includes mission statement, project 
history, physiology and arctic adaptations of the animals, farm layout and operations, 
familiarity with gift shop, merchandise, including all qiviut products. 
-Cheerful/outgoing/charming personality. 
-Maintain appropriate personal appearance at the farm at all times. 
-Ability to address groups large and small and accurately convey the mission of The Musk 
Ox Farm and share the information we provide to you. 
-Competence working with visitors of all abilities, including visitors from foreign countries 
with potential language barriers. 
-Maintaining a positive attitude rain or shine. 
-Ability to run a Point of Sale System. 
-Cooperation and flexibility in filling the schedule and its various shifts for this 7-day per 
week operation. 
-Maintain a clean, orderly, and attractive working environment including grounds and 
public bathrooms. 
 
 
 
 



COVID-19: 
 
We are hiring, hoping, and preparing for a “normal” summer season.  That said, there is a 
global pandemic raging and we cannot be certain of what the upcoming season will hold, 
nor the duration of any positions offered.  
 
The Musk Ox Farm understands that COVID-19 is a public health threat to our employees, 
to the community, and potentially our herd. The following protocols are a baseline minimum 
for all staff and visitors to the property: mandatory mask wearing, mandatory social 
distancing, mandatory use of disinfectants and hand sanitizer.  If you cannot or will not be 
able to adhere to these protocols, and still wish to be considered, please make it clear in an 
attached document the reasons and rationalities as to why not.   
 
Compensation: 
$10.50 per hour with a contract fulfillment bonus of $1.00 for every hour worked 
throughout the summer, payable at the end of the season for those who meet their 
obligations. 
 
Application Procedure:  
Please submit cover letter, resume, and contact information (phone and email address) of 
three references to: dani@muskoxfarm.org  
 
Contact: 
Dani Biersteker 
Education Director 
Musk Ox Farm  
PO Box 587 
Palmer, Alaska 
dani@muskoxfarm.org 
www.muskoxfarm.org 
 
Applications will be reviewed as they are received, positions will remain open until 
filled. Please do not contact the farm, we will reach out to you to schedule interviews as 
needed. 
 


